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HT Delhi

NBCC entersinto
agreement with lIT

NBCC has entered into an agree-
ment with IIT, Delhi for construc-
tion of various buildings at II'T
Delhi campus and also at its ex-
tended campuses at Rajiv Gandhi
Education Centre, Kundali and
Jhajjar, Haryana. NBCC has been
entrusted to do the job on project
management consultancy basis at
an approximate cost of Rs 250
crore. The new buildings to be
constructed are Nalanda Research
Scholar Accommodation & Fac-
ulty House at IIT, Delhi Campus
and Faculty Development Centre
at Rajiv Gandhi Education City.
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Pbi varsity to have own DTH channel

Pumjabi University's Media Centre comprising the Centre for Advanced Media Studies (CAMS) and the
Educational Multimedia Research Centre (EMRC) will have its own independent direct to home (DTH)
channel.

Director of the media centre, Prof Gurmeet Singh Maan, said that the decision was recently given a final
shape at a coordination commuttee of the media centres held at Calicut under the aegis of the Consortium for
Educational Communication (CEC) an Inter- Umversity Centre of the Umversity Grants Commussion and the
ministry of human resource development (MHRD).

"The decision was the culmination of memorandum of understanding signed between the MHRD authorities
and Prasar Bharti to install the DTH channels at various media centres, wherein the Prasar Bharti 'would
provide an umbrella to MHRD's flagship programme allowing it to uplink the educational video, e-content
and enrichment programmes", Mann informed.

Giving details of the project, Maan said that the project had been visualized by the central government
keeping in mind the utility of the information and communication technology (ICT) in making deep inroads
into our education system with TV being most widely available ICT platform at homes and its delivery the
most cost-effective way to reach the masses at their doorsteps'.

"The university at 1ts media centre will make three sets of studios and studio spaces and control rooms and
national knowledge networking (NKN) connectivity on a fibre node with sufficient bandwidth available for
the project, while civil modification, re-electrification of studios, audio/video and streaming equipment and
the required operational manpower and payment to subject experts would be arranged by the MHRD", he
said.

He added that the infrastructure required as a precondition to set up the DTH channel was already available
with the centre.

Maan said the major objective of setting up of the DTH channel was to reach out to those students, especially
those who can't afford regular classroom teaching or even the traditional distance education system.
Vice-chancellor Dr Jaspal Singh congratulated officials of university's media centre.

http:/fwww. hindustantimes.com/StorvPage/Print/1183400.aspx?s=p
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Michael Appleton, New Zealand’s acting high commissioner to India, says, “Education 1s a growing and
exciting component of our bilateral relationship, with the number of Indian students in New Zealand
increasing almost 200% since 2007. I'm delighted that this new imtiative will see Kiwi and Indian
researchers working side-by-side and contributing to knowledge creation in both our countries.”

In order to encourage more Indian students, New Zealand has also made changes to its work and visa policies
for international students. According to Nathanael Mackay, area manager, Immigration New Zealand, “We
have increased the number of work hours our international students are entitled to. All tertiary level
international students enrolled in a course with at least one academic year will be allowed to work up to 20
hours per week during each semester break/vacation.”

For more details on research proposals, visit http://www.victoria.ac.nz/hppi/centres/new-zealand-india-
research-institute or http://www.uge.ac.in/uge_ic.aspx

I'm delighted that this new initiative will bring Kiwi and Indian researchers together and help in knowledge
creation ---Michael appleton, new zealand'’s acting high commissioner to india

http://www.hindustantimes.com/StoryPage/Print/1183074.aspx
© Copyright © 2013 HT Media Limited. All Rights Reserved.
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India and New Zealand pledge NZ.$500,000 each
for research

New Zealand 1s more than just its willowing mountains and captivating landscape. And if you have been
dreaming of studying in the country, after watching the Lord Of The Rings trilogy on loop, read on. To
encourage education ties between India and New Zealand, a joint call for research proposals for Indian and
New Zealand academics has been made by the Unmiversity Grants Commuission (UGC) and Education New
Zealand (ENZ), a government agency that promotes education in New Zealand.

This is the first time that ENZ 1s working on a joint research grant. Under the India New Zealand Education
Council (INZEC) framework, both countries have agreed to commit NZ$500,000 (over ¥ 25 crore) each.

The announcement made on the occasion of Waitangi Day, New Zealand’s national day that was celebrated
recently, seeks to increase research collaboration across a range of areas including food securnity and
agriculture, community development and innovation, health, environment and sustainability, to name a few.

Applications are open to research students and academic staff employed in a tertiary education institution or
recognised centre of academic research in New Zealand, and all public education institutions in India which
are eligible to be funded by UGC. The maximum funding available for each project from each funding body
1s the equivalent of NZ$50,000 and this may cover expenses for project-related consumables (up to a
maximum of 15% of the total project budget), equipment (up to a maximum of NZ$2000), travel,
accommodation, etc.

Applications should be submitted on or before 5pm, March 28, 2014. Send an email attachment to
india@enz.govt.nz and ugcic2 @gmail.com. The project starting date must be on or before June 1, 2014 and
the project must be completed within 18 months.

As Ziena Jalil, regional director, ENZ, points out, “This call for proposals is part of the activity we undertake
in India through the INZEC initiative which was announced by both our prime ministers in 2011. All New
Zealand umversities feature in the top 500 globally, and as a country, we are highly regarded internationally
in areas such as agriculture and food processing, tourism, etc.”

New Zealand 1s emerging as a much sought-after higher education destination and India is the second largest
contributor of international students to New Zealand (after China) with more than 11,000 students from India
studying in New Zealand. Student visas 1ssued to Indian nationals seeking to study in New Zealand increased
by more than 10% last year, and more than doubled in the month of December 2013, making India one of the
fastest growing student markets for New Zealand. It is also not an expensive option, with the cost of living
for students around NZ$15,000 a year.
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Panel to UGC: Set up gender sensitisation unit

Anita Joshua

The task force set up by the University Grants Commission (UGC) to review measures for gender sensitisation of
campuses has recommended that the Commission itself set up a gender sensitisation unit (GSU) and make gender
audit an essential component of the assessment and accreditation of higher educational institutions.

The report of the task force — chaired by UGC member Meenakshi Gopinath — was presented to the Union Human
Resource Development Minister M. M. Pallam Raju on Wednesday.

Briefing mediapersons, Ms. Gopinath said a GSU within the UGC would act as a nodal division to give effect to the
policy of zero tolerance of gender-based violence on college and university campuses.

While stressing on the need to make infrastructural improvements to make campuses secure for women, the task foree
cautions against introducing diseriminatory rules for women in hostels in the name of safety. “Campus safety policies
should not result in securitisation, over monitoring or policing or eurtailing the freedom of move ment, especially for
women.”

Besides making gender audit a mandatory component for assess ment and acereditation, the task force has also
suggested that potential employees of higher educational institutions be asked about their understanding of gender
issues at the recruitment stage.

According to Ms. Gopinath, the recent expansion of higher education had made campuses more heterogeneous and
diverse. “The closing gender gap hides the inequalities,” she said, adding that 1,500 institutions from across the
country responded to the questionnaire sent out by the task force. “By and large, they were either in denial orignorant
about the widespread prevalence of gender diserimination on the campuses.”

Further, it came to light that few had set up Gender Sensitisation Committees against Sexual Harassment as was
mandated by the Visakha Judgement. In fact, the biggest culprits in this regard were the girls’ colleges, who were unde:
the impression that they did not require one because they did not have male students.

Keywords: UGC, Sexual Harassment, gender sensitisation unit
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